FLY,   FLY,   FLY   AGAIN
gentleman with the umbrella. From England we expect
such things. 'Quiet, breakfast, quiet lunch and quiet sleep' —
that is England's programme, as one of Chamberlain's news-
papers wrote in the first days of October. But France!
As for England, the bitter resentment of the Czechs was
tempered by the fact that one British Minister resigned, and he a
man who had never particularly pleaded the cause of Czechoslo-
vakia, a man from whom Czechoslovakia had no reason to expect
anything. They remembered, too, that England had no treaty
with them. They put it to England's credit that England con-
tributed towards a large tip for Czechoslovakia, before proceeding
to business as usual.
For England the thing was finished, as I wrote some months
before that it would be, with a debate in the House, enlivened with
jolly little pieces of repartee here and Shakespearean quotations
there. Mr. Chamberlain spoke of plucking the flower safety from
the nettle danger; Mr. Greenwood retaliated with another quota-
tion from the same speech in which the excruciating words cHo,
Chamberlain!' occurred; Mr. Butler, as a promising junior
Minister, came back with one about cUnder the Greenwood tree',
and it was all very matey.
The best one of all came from Mr. Burgin, who they say is
Minister of Transport, and who found a perfectly delightful meta-
phor, on October 5th, for Czechoslovakia, ordered to be dismem-
bered on September sgth. 'If there had been a war,' he said, 'and
Czechoslovakia had been overrun, you could never have put
humpty-dumpty up again.'
I think that's awfully funny, don't you?, and I do hope Mr.
Burgin will remember that one when England's turn comes to be
confronted with the threat of overwhelming force, because I
always think that a really good one stands telling just twice.
For my part, I was in Belgrade when the news of Munich came
through, in a gathering of Serbs, who had all long since foreseen
it and said things about France and England that made my ears
sting, and laughed and said, 'Our turn next'. But one of them
said* a thing that shook all my ideas to their roots and that has
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